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Ph.: 9444076899, e-mail: chitravina(@gmail.com

Annual Music Festival 204

Conferring the title “Digvijaya Nadavani” & presenting the

Gotuvadyam Narayana Iyengar International Award for
Excellence to

Padmashri Awardee, Kalaimamani Thiru A K C Natarajan

Laya Puraskar to
Pudukottai Sri Dakshinamurthy Pillai Thiru B S Purushotham
Award to Thiru H S Sudhindra

Award instituted by Award instituted by
Vidwan Trichy K Murali Vidwan B Shree Sundarkumar
At the Inauguration Function - Saturday, 21.12.2024, 10.30 a.m. @
Srinivasa Sastri Hall, Luz-Mylapore, Chennai 600004
Eleven-day festival from 21+t to 31t December 2024
for detailed schedule visit www.chennaifinearts.in

ALL ARE WELCOME - ENTRY FREE
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Our Sponsors
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Preoccupied from the earliest timeswith divine
knowledge and religiousaspirations, thelndian
mind hasturned all formsof humanlifeand
emotion and al phenomenaof theuniverseinto
symbolsand means by which the embodied soul
may strive after and grasp the Supreme. Indian
devotion hasespecially seized uponthe most

*  intimate human rel ationsand madethem stepping
& stonestothesuper human.

God the guru, God the master, God thefriend,
g God the mother, God the child, God the seif, each
of these experiences—for to ustheseare more
than moreideas—it hascarried to itsextreme
possibilities.
But none of them has been pursued, embraced,
sungwithamoreexultant passion of intimate
realisation than theyearning for God the L over,
God theBeloved. It would seem asif this
pass onate human symbol werethe natural
culminating point for themounting flame of the
soul’sdevation; for it isfound wherever that
devotion hasentered in to the most secret
shrineof theinner temple.

Wemeet itinIdamic poetry; certain
experiencesof the Christian mystic repesat
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theformsandimageswithwhichwe
arefamiliarinthe East, but usualy with
atimorousness, foreigntothe Eastern
temperament. For the devoteewho has
oncehad thisintenseexperienceitis
that which admitsthe most profound
and hidden mystery of theuniverse; for
him the heart hasthekey of thelast
secret.

Thework of agreat Bengali poet
hasrecently re-introduced thisideato
the European mind, which hasso much
lost memory of itsold religious
traditions asto welcome and wonder at
itasanove form of mystic self
expression. Onthecontrary, itis
ancient enough, likedl thingsnatural
and eternd inthehuman soul. InBenga
awhole period of national poetry has
been dominated by thissinglestrainand
ithasinspiredareligionanda
philosophy. Andin Vaishnavismof the
far south, inthe songsof Tamil Alwars,
wefinditagaininanother formgivinga
powerful and origina turntotheimages
of our old classic poetry; for thereit
hasbeen sung out by to therapt heart
of awoman to the heart of theuniverse.

TheTamil word Alwar meansone
who hasdrowned, lost himsdlf, inthe
seaof the DivineBeing. Among the
canonised saintsof Southern
VashnavismranksVishnuchitha, a
Yoginand apoet of Villiputtur inthe
land of the Pandyas. Heistermed
PeriyaAlwar, the Great Alwar. A
tradition, whichweneed not believe,
placeshimintheninety eighth year of
theKali Yuga But these Divinesingers
areancient enough, sincethey precede
thegreat saint and philosopher

Ramanujawhose persondity and teachings
werethelast flower of thelong growing
Vaishnavatradition. Sincehistime, southern
Vaishnavism hasbeen afixed creedand a
system rather than acreator of new spiritual
greatness.

The poetessAndal wasthefoster daughter
of Vishnuchitha, found by him, itissaid, anew
born child under the sacred Tuls plant. We
know little of Andal except what we can gather
from afew legends, someof themrichly
beautiful and symbolic. Most of Vishnuchitha's
poems havetheinfancy and boyhood of
Krishnafor their subject. Andal, brought upin
that atmosphere, cast into themould of her life
what her foster father hassungininspired
hymns. Her own poetry —we may suppose that
shepassed early into the Light towardswhich
sheyearned, foritissmall inbulk —isentirely
occupied with her passionfor the DivineBeing.
Itissaid that shewent through asymbolic
marriagewith Sri Ranganatha, Vishnuinhis
templeat Srirangam, and disappeared intothe
imageof her Lord. Thistradition probably
concealssomeactud facts, for Anda’smarriage
withtheLordistill celebrated annualy with
considerable pomp and ceremony.
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‘Gitalaya’ AD-48, AD-Block,
1°t Street, Anna Nagar, Chennai — 600 040.
Phone : 044-26212454 / 26214524

E-mail : nvishwat@gmail.Com
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Known for her strict adherence to tradition while creating her own individuality, Sailaja is an
established dancer of Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi. She constantly defines and expands the
boundaries of these two art forms with her impeccable approach and rich interpretations.
Intrinsic vivid expressions, pristine footwork, and gazelle-like grace define the art form of
Sailaja.

Having been trained under legendary doyens of Indian classical dance, Kalaimamani
K.J. Sarasa and Padma Bhushan Dr. Vempati Chinna Satyam, her incandescent passion for the
art forms has not only blossomed her into an artist of finesse and grace, but has also emerged
her as a dedicated exponent in the art fields. During her multifaceted career as a dancer, she
has been a student, a performer, an innovative choreographer, a teacher, a cultural
ambassador, and torchbearer of two iconic styles—the Vazhuvoor Bani of Bharatanatyam, and
the Vempati style of Kuchipudi.

Recipient of several prestigious awards and an internationally acclaimed artist, she is a
globetrotter having delivered over 1,000 live performances. Being a doyenne in the field of
Kuchipudi, she was honoured with the Lifetime Achievement Award from Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan in recognition of her outstanding contribution and dedication to the art form. She is
an accredited "A" grade performer for Doordarshan, and also a senior empaneled artist at
ICCR, New Delhi.

Widely acclaimed by critics and connoisseurs as a creative artist whose work reveals the
infinite spaces within the traditional form, Sailaja bases her dance on the principle that
Kuchipudi is a dynamic, evocative language, where the dancer who has mastered and
internalized the idiom can create her own dance poetry—poetry that can never be recreated
through words. The latest jewel in her crown is that she has been conferred with the
prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi award for the year 2021 for her tremendous contribution
and accomplishments in Kuchipudi.
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